HA-223 Between 1901 and 1904

Munnikhuysen House
202 S. Main Street
Bel Air
Private

This five bay brick house, built by Hall L. Munnikhuysen
early in the 20th century, glves a cla551cal touch to the nearly
universal Victorian design of Main Streets remaining older
buildings. The style and building material were very common in
19th century America, but Bel Air built frame houses almost
exclusively, and the five bay design was not common either. The
only other example was the now demolished Dunnigan House on Lee
Street at North Main. The interior dates from the recent
renovation into dentists' offices.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story five bay white painted brick dwelling with a gable
roof is on the west side of South Main Street, at #202, in the Town of
Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. The simple and balanced lines of the
building with its center hall plan, its gable roof, and its two interior
end chimneys present the classical idea of a comfortable dwelling of a
middle class family. The present look is more classical than the
original. The 1904 insurance map shows a porch across the front eleva-
tion and a smaller porch across the rear. The 1930 insurance map shows
the front porch and a frame ell where the brick ell is today.

Today the front (east) elevation shows five bays. The windows are
double-hung sash thermo-pane with 6/9 grid on the inside to simulate the
small panes of the o0ld windows. Set in cleanly and topped with wooden
molded flat arches, the windows have new brick sills and are framed in
black metal louvered shutters. The entrance has been altered recently.
The door is new and has nine window panes over two false panels made by
applying molding to the flat surface of the door. A transom of two
horizontal panes has not been altered: the sidelights have been replaced
with modern panels to simulate fluted pilasters with plain caps and
bases. The gable ends of the house have a round-arched window under the
gable today and two windows in the first story which match the front
windows. The gable roofed west ell is of modern construction. It has
shorter windows, 1/1, framed by the metal shutters. Two entrances to
the basement offices exist, one staircase goes down parallel to the
foundation in the south two bays of the front (east) elevation. The
other goes down at right angles to the foundation in the south bay of
the rear (west) elevation of the main block. Both have wrought iron
bannisters.

The interior has been completely gutted and new dental offices have
been built. Nothing of the old interior remains save for the angle of
the staircase.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This painted brick vernacular house is not only an attractive
building, which gives that portion of Main Street the residential look
most of Main Street once had, but it is also a good example of early
adaptive reuse. Once a double pile center hall plan private residence,
it was adapted to dentists' offices by Dr. Russell. It continues in
that use today.

This property and the next north one are on what was originally
lot #13 on the town plat. 1In the mid-nineteenth century it was the
property of N.W.S. Hays, the brother of Thomas A. Hays of the Hays-Jacobs
wouse. The 1858 map shows the lot to be unoccupied. When Hays died he
ieft debts and not enough ready cash to pay them. His land was sold
to pay the debts. In 1867 Stevenson Archer, trustee in the court case
of Otho Scott vs. Maria Hays et al (equity records 11/1), sold lot
#13 to Isaac Amos, who built a store on the lot. Amos sold iron, steel,
and hardware. Amos died in 1899 and his wife died in 1901. Both estates
were incumbered and the property was sold in 1901 by William O. Davis,
trustee in the equity case of Davis vs. Smith (equity records 57/61).
The lot was purchased by Harry D. Hanway whose family operated the store
on the northeast corner of the same intersection. Hanway demolished the
Amos store and built his "cottage" on the corner of the lot. This house
was built shortly thereafter. It and the Hanway House appear on the
1904 insurance map.

Hanway sold the house and lot to Hall L. Munnikhuysen in 1909
(127/118) for $3250. The house was then a double pile center hall plan,
4 rooms up and down. This house remained in the Munnikhuysen family
until 1960 when Virginia Reed Munnikhuysen and Virginia R. Munnikhuysen,
widow and daughter of Hall L. Munnikhuysen, sold it to Dr. Donald G.
Russell. (Munnikhuysen died intestate July 23, 1954). Dr. Russell added
the small ell in the back. In 1962 he sold the property to the present
owners, the FRS Corporation (598/126). Dr. Philip Brown has recently
gutted the interior and built the sort of offices and examination rooms
necessary to modern dental care. At that time the entrance was altered
and the windows were replaced with thermopane glass. Care was taken
that the small pane look was reproduced.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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TITLE: 202 S. MAIN

598/126 1 January 1962
Donald G. Russell and Edith, wife
to
FRS Corporation

548/55 11 April 1960
Virginia Reid Munnikhuysen, widow, and
Virginia R. Munnikhuysen, unmarried
to
Donald G. Russell and Edith, wife
grantors are the heirs of Hall L. Munnikhuysen
who died intestate July 23, 1954

127/118 28 May 1909
Harry D. Hanway & Hazel, wife
and John A. Russell

to

Hall L. Munnikhuysen

$3250

102/125 2 April 1901

William O. Davis, trustee
to

Harry D. Hanway

$4500

The larger lot that includes 200 S. Main St.
for an explanation of this transaction, see
the discussion of the Isaac Amos estate

in the title to the Hanway House, 200 S.
Main Street
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